
REPORT OF THE STUDY COMMISSION ON DOCTRINE 
TO GENERAL CONFERENCE 2021 

      

The Manual ¶420.2.4 Study Commission on Doctrine: 

The general conference shall elect a study commission on doctrine made     
up of nine members consisting of both lay and ministerial members.  The 
commission shall provide a forum for the debate and discussion of issues 
related to doctrine, membership and ritual and serve as the editorial board 
for The Manual of The Free Methodist Church in Canada.  It may also 
undertake additional duties as assigned by the board of administration.      
The commission shall report to the general conference and to the board of 
administration in the interim between general conference sessions. 

    

Questions and requests for help of various sorts are sent to the SCOD.  

Some of them turn out to be discipleship issues that SCOD believes need to be 
handled with discernment in local church discipleship relationships. 

In some cases, SCOD sensed that enough helpful material is already available 
(in Free Methodism, or from the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada or elsewhere) 
and shared such information with the inquirer without responding specifically. 

Some queries led to new postings on the SCOD web pages called “Topics to 
Think About”. 

Some queries led SCOD to recommend to the BOA some edits in already 
existing materials in the Manual. 

Some queries raised issues where SCOD made recommendations to General 
Conference through the B.O.A. 

Below are the main issues that have been raised with SCOD or arose out of 
SCOD since General Conference 2017.  Any Manual changes SCOD 
recommended were referred to the BOA).  NOTE:  Work on a number of these 
issues is ongoing and incomplete at this time: 

 RAISING BIBLICAL LITERACY in our movement. 
 Various EDITS TO THE MANUAL. 
 Creation of ONLINE COURSE OR BIBLE STUDY (e.g. Theology 101): 

“Engaging Theology 101”: A new online resource has been developed to 
be used locally or across distance to engage interested laypeople in 
theological reflection. The material can be used as 5 or 10-week modules 
for a small group locally, or in a monthly book club group either locally or 
across the country. The purpose of this course is to deepen the spiritual 
maturity of participants and also, as an added bonus, add depth to the 
field of candidates for the lay positions on SCOD. The development of this 
course is being spearheaded by Amy Caswell Bratton, and made possible 
through funding by the Lorne Park Foundation. 

 Further work on our POLYGAMY statement ¶630.3.1.11 POLYGAMY  
 Further work on ¶630.3.2 EDUCATION OF CHILDREN (worldview issues).  
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 Work on a new statement on SINGLENESS and CELIBACY 
 PHYSICIAN-ASSISTED DEATH 
 Paper on CHURCH HEALTH for the “Topics to Think About” web site. 
 Statement in the Manual about DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE 
 Slight edit of MILITARY SERVICE statement ¶630.3.4.2 
 Development of resources on RECONCILIATION WITH INDIGENOUS 

PEOPLE. 
 Creation of a TASK FORCE RE: LGBTQ MINISTRY 
 Creation of a TASK FORCE ON ENGAGING WOMEN IN MINISTRY 
 Consulted for FEEDBACK RE: MATTERS BEFORE OTHER BODIES (e.g. 

paper on ongoing role/function of pastor’s cabinet, statement on “Frees”) 
 TRANSGENDER issues 
 Revision of wording of ¶630.2.7   SEXUAL INTIMACY  
 LORD’S DAY/SABBATH – eventual need for a contemporary update of 

¶630.1.2 
 Further work on updating our statement ¶630.2.6.9 SAME SEX UNIONS 
 ¶130 FINAL DESTINY  

_____________________________________________________________________________   

Regarding the last one, SCOD is working on questions we are receiving from 
pastors and members about the way we articulate our doctrine regarding the 
Final Destiny of humans.  SCOD plans to discuss this with our people in 
various ways in the days to come.  

If you would like to reflect on this and perhaps send in input, you might study 
the following passages in the New Testament which contrast the final destiny of 
the righteous and the unrighteous: 

Romans 2:6—10 Romans 6:23   Galatians 6:7-8 
Philippians 1:28 Philippians 3:19-21 I  Thessalonians 5:9 
II Thessalonians 1:6,7 II Thessalonians 1:8-10 Hebrews 10:39 
James 4:12 Revelation 21 & 22 

Then reflect on whether the following language expresses the Biblical teaching 
well enough: 

¶130 FINAL DESTINY 
 Our eternal destiny is determined by God’s grace and our response, not by 

arbitrary decrees of God. For those who trust Him and obediently follow 
Jesus as Saviour and Lord, there is a heaven of eternal glory and the 
blessedness of Christ’s presence. But for the finally impenitent there is a hell 
of eternal suffering and of separation from God. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2017-2020 SCOD:  Bishop Cliff Fletcher, Lee Barbour, Amy Bratton, Dale 
Harris, Dustin Schellenberg, David Schuchardt, Derek Spink, Mary-Elsie 
Wolfe + Guest Resource Person John Vlainic. 


